TEXTILES : WOOL	65
give out work to weavers, and prepare their cloth in anticipa-
tion of a revival of trade ; but others did not get their cloth
ready until the orders came *. In the West Country it was
not unknown for men to be unemployed for several months 2;
and, speaking generally, the domestic worker was assured
of less continuous employment than the modern factory
operative.
The condition of an unemployed artisan was, in many Condition
respects, more unfavourable in the seventeenth and eighteenth °l^yea
centuries than in the nineteenth. The mobility of labour artisans.
was necessarily less in an age when the migration of the
workers was hindered by settlement laws 3 and the privileges
of the corporate boroughs 4 ; and when the taking up of a new
occupation was made difficult, and sometimes impossible,
by the insistence on apprenticeship or some form of training
which served to distinguish the * legal' from the ' illegal'
workman5. The system of division of labour was firmly
established in the textile industries where the different pro-
cesses of combing, weaving, fulling, dyeing and cloth-finish-
ing were all distinct and specialized functions. An unem-
ployed weaver, therefore, could not turn his hand at will to
wool-combing or cloth-dressing, apart from the fact that
the manual skill of a craftsman might be impaired by un-
suitable work. How, then, did the artisan fare during a spell
of unemployment ? The answer usually given to this ques-
tion is that he fell back upon rural employment : he culti-
vated a plot of land which in normal times served to supple-
ment his income, and in times of need served to keep the
wolf from the door. Yet undue stress has been laid upon
the connexion between agriculture and industry6. The
attempt to combine two occupations, farming and cloth-
making, met with strong disapproval. The Statute of Ap-
prentices (1563) confined the occupation of clothier to those
who had served an apprenticeship in corporate or market
towns, so that agriculturists who did not satisfy this condition
1 Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii. 16, 75.	* Ibid. 124.
8 Infra, vol. iii. 457.         * Infra, vol. iii. 344.         5 Supra, p. 41.
6 I.e. in respect of the artisan proper. The wages of agricultural
labourers were supplemented by the earnings of their wives and children
in spinning : infra, p. 393.
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